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WHERE are Interest Rates Headed??? 

I’m sure you have heard about the recent Fed decision to raise interest rates. 

Don’t worry. You won’t see the cost of mortgages increase too much. It’s only a 0.25% 
rate hike. 

However, as our local  economy improves, interest rates will likely continue to rise, making 
it more expensive to buy a home.  

If you’re thinking of selling your home, this affects you now… 

Your home will sell for its maximum price in 2016. The upcoming spring selling season is going to be 
hot. 

Not many homes are for sale in Iowa City and the surrounding area – inventory is very tight. 

Home buyers will also make motivated offers to get ahead of inevitable future interest rate hikes. 

All this generates more demand for your home now. 

As you know, home prices in many Iowa City, Coralville, and North Liberty neighborhoods went up consider-
ably in 2015 and there’s a strong chance your home is one of them. 

I recommend you check the current market value of your home. Call, email or text me to see what 
your home’s value is right now. 

You may be very surprised at your price – it’s likely to have gone up! 

 And of course, if you’re not interested in selling your home, rest easy knowing we are in a healthy real estate 
market with appreciating prices. 

If I can ever be of service to you buying or selling a home, I am here for you! 

What Direction Should a Ceiling Fan Go in Winter?? 

During the winter, ceiling fans should go clockwise at a slow speed. Of course, it’s 
cold enough as it is and you don’t want to create a draft, but if your ceiling fan is going 
slowly clockwise, this slowly brings the warm air hugging the ceiling down to the lower 
levels of the room. There should be a switch on the fan to reverse the direction of the blades. 

The fans don’t need to run when you’re out of the room.  

Fans in open stairways can bring the warm air in the 2nd story to the 1st floor using the same direction. 
Gotta stay WARM!! BRRR!! 
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HOT OFF THE PRESSES!!! 

Incentives for 1st Time Homebuyers!! 

You may not be a first time homebuyer, but your 
home may qualify for one! And this is GREAT news 
for you, too!!! 

Gov. Branstad and Lt. Gov. Reynolds at their Monday morning 
press conference today announced that eligible Iowans can 
now buy a home and reduce their federal income tax liability 
by up to $2,000 a year for the life of their mortgage through 
the Take Credit mortgage credit certificate program adminis-
tered by the Iowa Finance Authority. Approximately 780 home 
buyers are expected to benefit from the program in 2016, 
which is now available for new purchases through a network of 
lenders throughout the state. 

“The Take Credit program will not only make homeownership 
more affordable for first-time Iowa home buyers, but it will 
also provide an economic boost to Iowa communities,” said 
Governor Branstad. “This program has the potential to keep 
$1.5 million in hard-earned income in Iowa, income that 
would otherwise be spent on federal taxes.” 

The program provides eligible home buyers with a tax 
credit against their federal income tax liability every 
year for the life of their mortgage. Eligible homeown-
ers may take fifty percent of their annual interest 
paid on the mortgage loan, up to a maximum of 
$2,000 per year, for up to 30 years. The remaining 
mortgage interest may be taken as a deduction from 
taxable income if the home buyer itemizes. 

To find out how this may work for you or someone 
you know, go to my blog for more details  

or call/text me at 319-331-0744!!  
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Oh, Baby, It’s COLD OUTSIDE!!! 
It’s that time of year again – January and COLD!!! We’re 
definitely in the deep freeze this week.  

Whether you’re headed south for the winter of staying here 
to brave it, you will want to make sure your water pipes are 
taken care of. 

The last thing you want to do is have an indoor swimming 
pool where there wasn’t one … a little prevention can save 
you significant damage and THOUSANDS of dollars.    

Here are a few ideas: 

 If you plan to be away for an extended period of time, 
arrange for someone to check your house or apartment. 
Educate your family, other people in your household, 
and house-sitters on what to do if water pipes do freeze. 
Show them where your water shut-off valve is located. 
Most home meters are located in the basement. The 
shut-off valve can be found between the wall and the 
meter. 

 If you’re going to be gone – even for a weekend get-a-
way - turn your water off at the meter. 

 Also, shut off water supply valves to your wash-
ing machine. I heard burst washing machine 
hoses can cause A LOT of damage.  

 NEVER set your home’s thermostat below 55 degrees. 
This applies to single-family homes as well as apart-
ments. 

 Open cabinet doors below sinks to allow heat from the 

home to circulate. 

 Do not shut off heat to areas of 
your home that contain any 
plumbing or water fixtures. Keep 
doors to bathrooms, kitchens, 
and laundry facilities open. Open 
doors to cabinets that contain 
pipes, especially those located on 
the north side of the house, to 
expose the plumbing to warmer 
air inside the house. 

 Repair any cracks or holes around doors or windows to 
keep cold winter winds from blowing in and freezing 
water pipes and meters. 

 If your home has unheated areas, wrap pipes with heat 
tape (follow manufacturer’s instructions) or cover them 
thoroughly with pipe insulation. 

 If your plumbing does freeze, try to thaw it naturally by 
turning up the thermostat in your home and opening 
doors and cupboards to circulate warm air. You should 
not apply direct heat to your pipes, but if necessary, a 
hair dryer or another source of indirect heat could be 
used to help thaw frozen pipes. 

Even if you don’t leave, one thing you should do every fall is 
disconnect and remove ALL garden hoses and install covers 
on all outside faucets. Water standing in the hose will freeze 
up into your home, busting your pipes. Many newer outside 
faucets now are a frost-proof sill cock which prevents the 
faucets from freezing, but you still will want to  remove the 
hose and store it where it won’t freeze. 

Screwdrivers or Screwdriver - Which do you prefer? 
You know you can fix almost anything with a screwdriver … and if you remove the orange juice, you 

can fix a lot of things with just straight vodka. 

Make your chrome sparkle! Dampen a clean cloth with vodka and shine away. It’s gentle 

and makes them sparkle! Also takes care of mold, too! 

Flowers stay longer with a little vodka (who doesn’t?). Add a few drops of vodka and 1 tsp 

sugar to the flowers’ in a vase. This helps the flowers stay longer – and happier. 

Vodka repels and kills insects. With all the chemicals in an over the counter bug spray, it’s nice to know you can 

use something that isn’t dangerous to use. Pour some vodka in a spray bottle and either spray the bugs to kill 

them, or spray on yourself to repel them.  

Have you ever had a bout with poison sumac or poison ivy? Treat it immediately by pour-

ing vodka over the exposed skin area. The alcohol will wash away the urushiol oil and make the in-

fected area better. Some say just rubbing alcohol works just as well. 

If you’re going to escape to the ocean, Jellyfish stings hurt like a devil and yup, you got it, Vodka can 

sooth their sting. Vodka disinfects and takes some of the sting out of a jelly fish sting. 

Yes, there is many things that you can fix with vodka – but remember, you must be over 21 to use it. 

Now, just tell that to the jellyfish…. 
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“SERVICE IS A JOB WELL DONE. 

IF THERE IS NO SERVICE, THE 

JOB WAS NOT DONE WELL.” 

Whether you’re a buyer or seller, Sandy assists each client     

before, during and AFTER each transaction. Success isn’t   

measured in the number of homes she’s closed, but in the    

number of clients who become trusted friends. Those friends 

feel confident to refer their friends to her each time they need a 

trusted friend to help them sell or purchase a property. 

Sandy Bild-Kacena 

Coldwell Banker Real Estate Professionals 
70 Sturgis Corner Dr., Iowa City, IA 52246 

(319) 331-0744 Direct | (319)351-3355 Office 
Licensed to sell Real Estate in the State of Iowa 

What to throw away??? 
 

Whether you’re readying your home to sell or thinking about 

spring cleaning; what should you just toss out?? 

 

 Old prescription glasses - donate them at your eye doctors. 

They will refurbish them for those in need. 

 Pens with no ink! (I’m SO bad with this one!) 

 Food containers you don’t use. And those with missing lids 

and containers with lids that don’t fit.  

 Old clothes that don’t fit or you haven’t worn for 2 seasons. 

Even if you have clothes from the 80’s and 90’s, it’s going to 

be awhile before those high wasted pants are going to be in 

style. (This goes for shoes, too) 

 Newspapers that are more than 2 days old. 

 Magazines more than 3 months old. 

 Miss-matched socks, unless you are in Jr. High - wearing 

miss-matched socks is the fashion, I guess. (Or that is what 

I’m told) 

 Last season’s sunblock. It decays over time - yuck. 

 Random cords (I’m bad with 

this one, too!) I KNOW they 

go to something, but after 3 

moves and electronics al-

ready tossed, the cords seem 

to live on - and multiply! 

 Old makeup. If it’s 6 months 

to a year old, it may not be 

good to put on your face. 

 Greeting cards (unless they are made by children; then never 

toss them out). Generally a few weeks are good to keep. Then 

toss. And again, unless they are very special. Then tuck them 

into a safe spot to cherish later. 

 Old cell phones. Donate those to a shelter. Be sure to include 

the charger cords so you don’t have a cord laying around 

missing the mechanism it’s suppose to attach to. 

 Last year’s calendar - even if it has nice pictures.  

 

It’s amazing what we tend to keep without even knowing it until 

all of a sudden we find our home cluttered. It doesn’t take long to 

sort through things once we put our minds to it.  

2 Car Garage? 

UN-Real Estate 
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