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North Liberty, Tiffin & Solon 
Qualify for Rural Development Loans! 

 
This means……. 

 30 year FIXED 100% financing - NO Downpayment!! 

 Interest rates almost ALWAYS the same (OR BETTER)  
than Low Conventional 30 year fixed rate 

 30 year FIXED rates for Condominiums 

 Credit Score of 640 or better!! 

 Closing costs and pre-paids may be paid by the seller at closing. 

 Minimal upfront costs to become a Homeowner!! 
 

Find out Today how You may be able to Qualify!! 

HOT OFF THE PRESSES!!! 
 

ATTENTION 1st Time HOMEBUYERS!!! 

Gov. Branstad and Lt. Gov. Reynolds at their Monday morning press conference today announced that eligible Iowans 
can now buy a home and reduce their federal income tax liability by up to $2,000 a year for the life of their mortgage 
through the Take Credit mortgage credit certificate program administered by the Iowa Finance Authority. Approximately 
780 home buyers are expected to benefit from the program in 2016, which is now available for new purchases through a 
network of lenders throughout the state. 

 

“The Take Credit program will not only make homeownership more affordable for first-time Iowa home buyers, but it 
will also provide an economic boost to Iowa communities,” said Governor Branstad. “This program has the potential to 
keep $1.5 million in hard-earned income in Iowa, income that would otherwise be spent on federal taxes.” 

 

The program provides eligible home buyers with a tax credit against their federal income tax liability 
every year for the life of their mortgage. Eligible homeowners may take fifty percent of their annual in-
terest paid on the mortgage loan, up to a maximum of $2,000 per year, for up to 30 years. The remain-
ing mortgage interest may be taken as a deduction from taxable income if the home buyer itemizes. 

Go to my blog for more details or call/text me at 319-331-0744!!  

$2,000  

Tax Credit 
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Tips to Get Organized  

in the New Year 
 

With the arrival of the new year, many home 

owners will resolve to clean, declutter, and 

reorganize their homes in the coming months. 

This is an especially helpful resolution if they 

plan to put their house on the market sometime in the near future. 

 

Read more: Start Planning for an Improved New Year 

As with many New Year’s resolutions, though, it's easier to com-

pile a checklist than it is to buckle down and actually get tasks done. 

Here are a few tips from Julie Morgenstern, an organization and time

-management expert. 

 

1. Start Small: “Pick one or two of the smallest areas you spend 

the most time in and tackle those first,” Morgenstern advises. For 

instance, choose your sock drawer, medicine cabinet, refrigerator, or 

front closet. You can finish those projects quickly and they may in-

spire you to tackle something bigger next. 

2. Be Realistic: She says reorganizing several rooms in one day is 

not going to happen. You will likely feel overwhelmed as you work, 

won’t accomplish it all, and then feel defeated when you don’t fin-

ish. Pick one or two things you know you can complete in one day, 

and don’t expect to do more than that. 

3. Work Logically: “Store things where they’re used, not where 

they fit…In the kitchen for example, group all food-prep items to-

gether,” says Morgenstern. If you group things by purpose, it will be 

easy to find everything you need when working on any one project. 

Primarily, though, organize based on your habits, goals, and the way 

you think. This will maximize your satisfaction at the end of the day. 

4. Inspire Yourself: Envision the way your life will be different 

when your work is done. Perhaps you will be on time to events once 

you can find things easily in your closet, perhaps you will cook more 

at home when your kitchen is in working order, or perhaps you will 

find joy in locating the CD or DVD you are looking for in just mo-

ments. Morgenstern adds, “Don’t think of it as making room for 

more stuff. It’s about making room for new relationships or peace of 

mind or new experiences.” 

Source: “Five Tips From an Organizing Expert,”  

The New York Times, Dec. 24, 2015. 

http://realtormag.realtor.org/for-brokers/network/article/2015/12/start-planning-for-improved-new-year
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/12/27/realestate/five-tips-from-an-organizing-expert.html?ref=realestate&_r=0
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3 BIG Questions to Ask Yourself 
If you are debating purchasing a home right now, you are 
probably getting a lot of advice. Though your friends and 
family will have your best interest at heart, they may not 
 be fully aware of your needs and what is currently  
happening in the real estate market. 
 

Answering these 3 questions may  help you determine 
if now is actually a good time for you to buy in today’s 
market. 

1. Why am I buying a home in the first place? 

This truly is the most important question to answer. Forget the 
finances for a minute. Why did you even begin to consider pur-
chasing a home? For most, the reason has nothing to do with 
money. 

A study by the Joint Center for Housing Studies at Harvard 
University reveals that the four major reasons people buy a 
home have nothing to do with money. They are: 

 A good place to raise children and for them to get a good 
education 

 A place where you and your family feel safe 

 More space for you and your family 

 Control of that space 
What does owning a home mean to you? What non-financial 
benefits will you and your family gain from owning a home? The 
answer to that question should be the biggest reason you decide 
to purchase or not. 

2. Where are home values headed? 

According to the latest Home Price Index from CoreLogic, home 
values are projected to increase by 5.3% over the next 12 
months. 

What does that mean to you? 

Simply put, if you are planning on buying a home that costs 
$250,000 today, that same home will cost you an additional 
$13,250 if you wait till next year. Your down payment will need 
to be higher as well to account for the higher home price. 

3. Where are mortgage interest rates headed? 

A buyer must be concerned about more than just prices. The 
‘long term cost’ of a home can be dramatically impacted by even 
a small increase in mortgage rates. 
The Mortgage Bankers Association (MBA), the National Asso-
ciation of Realtors and Freddie Mac have all projected that 
mortgage interest rates will increase by approximately three-
quarters of a percent over the next twelve months. 
 

Bottom Line 
Only you and your family will know for certain if now is the 
right time to purchase a home. Answering these questions will 
help you make that decision.  
**  Provided by Keeping Current Matters 
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“SERVICE IS A JOB WELL DONE. 

IF THERE IS NO SERVICE, THE 

JOB WAS NOT DONE WELL.” 
 

As a buyer, Sandy assists each client before, during and AFTER 

each transaction. Success isn’t  measured in the number of 

homes she’s closed, but in the number of clients who become 

trusted friends. Those friends feel confident to refer their friends 

to her each time they need a trusted friend to help them sell or 

purchase a property. 

ToolsToolsTools   
Will this be your first home? Will you be having a 

house warming or getting married around the time of 

moving in? Or has someone asked what you wanted 

for a Birthday or Holiday? Well, as a first time home 

owner, there are things you may want to put on your 

wish list … 

Ladder - for cleaning gutters or painting or putting 

things on shelves. There are different sizes, so make 

sure it’s a good size. 

Circular Saw - Always will be cutting something 

once you move in whether it’s a 2x4 or a sheet of 

wood. Handy. 

Cordless Drill - ask for a big one. Nothing is as dis-

appointing as to at-

tempt to drill into 

something and the bit 

just spins. 

Hammer - again, ask 

for a good weight. 

Garden hose - again, 

ask for a heavy duty 

one that doesn’t kink. 

Tape Measurer - a 

good tape around 25’ 

Screwdrivers - you will need different sizes and 

heads   

Pliers - again, various sizes 

Stud finder - This comes in real handing trying to 

hang something in a wall. Deluxe ones will also show 

where the wiring is in the wall. 

Washer ———- 

Dryer — 
Stove  

Kitchen 


